
146 
 

High School: Geography Standards 

Introduction 

In high school, the geography standards emphasize patterns and processes at a variety of scales, from local to global. Within the geography 
standards, the interplay between human systems and the natural environment is evident. The standards promote the use of a variety of geographic 
methods and tools for spatial analysis. By developing inquiry skills in geography, students are able to apply their conceptual knowledge through 
questioning, investigating, using evidence and communicating conclusions so they are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed to be 
geographically informed, engaged citizens. 

Concepts and Practices Standards 

 
 

I: Questioning 

HS.G.I.Q.1 Generate compelling questions to frame thinking, inquiry and/or understanding 
of key geographic concepts. 

HS.G.I.Q.2 Generate supporting questions to develop knowledge, understanding and thinking 
relative to key geographic concepts framed by compelling questions. 

I: Investigating Investigating occurs through the exploration of the discipline strand standards. 

 
 

G: Migration and Movement 

HS.G.MM.1 Analyze how cultural, economic and environmental factors contribute to migration 
patterns and population distribution at multiple scales. 

HS.G.MM.2 Evaluate reasons for the spatial distribution of human populations at different scales 
on Earth’s surface. 

 
 
 

G: Human Interactions and 
Interconnections 

HS.G.HI.1 Analyze how the forces of cooperation and conflict within and among 
people, nations and empires influence the division and control of Earth’s 
surface and resources. 

HS.G.HI.2 Analyze how cultural and economic decisions influence the characteristics of various 
places. 

HS.G.HI.3 Explain how people create natural and cultural regions to interpret Earth’s 
complexity. 

 
 

G: Human Environment Interaction 

HS.G.HE.1 Assess the reciprocal relationship between physical environment and culture within 
local, national and global scales. 

HS.G.HE.2 Analyze how human settlements are influenced by or influence the relationship 
between people and the environment. 

G: Geographic Reasoning HS.G.GR.1 Interpret the relationships among human and physical patterns and processes at 
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Concepts and Practices Standards 

 local, national and global scales. 
HS.G.GR.2 Analyze how environmental factors influence population distributions from place to 

place. 

 
G: Kentucky Geography 

HS.G.KGE.1 Explain how Kentuckians view sense of place differently based on cultural and 
environmental characteristics of varying regions of the state. 

HS.G.KGE.2 Explain how the geography of Kentucky influences the development of the state. 

 
 
 

I: Using Evidence 

HS.G.I.UE.1 Evaluate the credibility of multiple sources representing a variety of 
perspectives relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in geography. 

HS.G.I.UE.2 Gather information and evidence from credible sources representing a variety of 
perspectives relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in geography. 

HS.G.I.UE.3 Use appropriate evidence to construct and revise claims and 
counterclaims relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in 
geography. 

 
 

 
I: Communicating Conclusions 

HS.G.I.CC.1 Engage in civil discussion, reach consensus when appropriate and respect 
diverse opinions relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in 
geography. 

HS.G.I.CC.2 Engage in disciplinary thinking and construct arguments, explanations or public 
communications relevant to compelling and/or supporting questions in geography. 

HS.G.I.CC.3 Engage in disciplinary thinking and apply appropriate evidence to propose 
a solution or design an action plan relevant to compelling and/or 
supporting questions in geography. 
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High School: World History Standards 

Introduction 

The world history standards engage students in historical thinking focused on the Pre-Modern era to the present. Each concept standard is 
outlined with a specific time period to limit the scope and sequence of the topics covered through that standard. Starting in the period 1300 
through 1450, the Regional Transformation and Consolidation era develops many of the foundations of world history by requiring students to 
explore empires around the world and their early prominence on the world stage. The period 1450 through 1750, the Transregional and Global 
Interactions era, covers the global integration of ideas and movement by connecting major trends in world history like the Renaissance, Exploration 
and the Enlightenment. The next period, 1750 to 1900, covers the Political and Economics Revolutions era by developing many of the crucial 
concepts that lead to a need for more resources and the corresponding global competition. In the period 1900 to 1945, the standards cover Global 
Conflict through looking at the World Wars, other conflicts and how changes on the global scale attempted to prevent future conflicts. The final 
period, 1945 to the present, focuses on the Cold War, Decolonization and the Modern World while covering many of the changing cultural 
components of the present age. The standards are designed to develop students' knowledge of important social studies concepts (e.g., people, 
places, events, ideas and documents) and their use of disciplinary thinking skills in world history. By developing inquiry skills in history, students 
apply their conceptual knowledge through questioning, investigating, using evidence and communicating conclusions so they are equipped with 
the knowledge and skills needed to be engaged citizens. 

 
World History 

1300 - 1450 Regional Transformation and Consolidation 

1450 - 1750 Transregional and Global Interactions 

1750 - 1900 Political and Economic Revolutions 

1900 - 1945 Global Conflict 

1945 - Present Cold War, Decolonization and the Modern World 

 

Concepts and Practices Standards 

 
 

I: Questioning 

HS.WH.I.Q.1 Generate compelling questions to frame thinking, inquiry and/or understanding 
of key concepts in world history. 

HS.WH.I.Q.2 Generate supporting questions to develop knowledge, understanding and/or 
thinking relative to key concepts in world history framed by compelling questions. 
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Concepts and Practices Standards 

I: Investigating Investigating occurs through the exploration of the discipline strand standards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
H: Change and Continuity 

HS.WH.CH.1 Analyze the rise and fall of major states and empires in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, 
Europe and the Americas between 1300-1500. 

HS.WH.CH.2 Explain continuities and changes within the religion, ideology, science and arts of 
empires and nation-states in multiple global regions between 1300-1750. 

HS.WH.CH.3 Analyze changes and continuities within and among the Indian Ocean Maritime 
System, Trans-Saharan System and Silk Roads due to technology and the opening 
of the Atlantic System between 1300-1750. 

HS.WH.CH.4 Analyze the connections between industrialization and the development of total 
war between 1900-1950. 

HS.WH.CH.5 Analyze how continuities in the desire for cheap labor led to slavery and 
other systems of forced labor across the globe between 1300-1888. 

HS.WH.CH.6 Analyze changes and continuities regarding views of government power and 
accepted sources of legitimacy in multiple global regions from 1750-present. 

HS.WH.CH.7 Evaluate how non-Westernized empires and nations adapted and developed Western 
technologies and industrial practices to fit new cultural contexts from 1850-present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H: Cause and Effect 

HS.WH.CE.1 Examine effects of the movement of people, cultures, goods, diseases and 
technologies through established systems of connection, including the Silk Roads, 
Trans Saharan Trade Routes and Indian Ocean Maritime System between 1300-1450. 

HS.WH.CE.2 Analyze the political, economic, geographic and social causes and effects 
of exploration and colonization between 1450-1750. 

HS.WH.CE.3 Assess demographic, social and cultural consequences of forced migration and the 
expansion of plantation-based slavery into the Americas between 1500-1888. 

HS.WH.CE.4 Analyze causes and effects of political revolutions in multiple global regions from 
1750-present. 

HS.WH.CE.5 Analyze the political, social and economic causes and effects of early industrialization 
in Europe and North America between 1750-1850. 

HS.WH.CE.6 Examine the causes and effects of imperialism from multiple perspectives 
between 1750-1900. 

HS.WH.CE.7 Examine the ways non-industrialized nations attempted to combat the rising power 
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Concepts and Practices Standards 

  
HS.WH.CE.8 

HS.WH.CE.9 

of European Imperialism between 1750-1900. 
Determine the causes of the World Wars and their global effects between 1900- 
1945. 
Analyze the causes of Decolonization, methods of gaining independence and 
geopolitical impacts of new nation-states from 1945-present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H: Conflict and Compromise 

HS.WH.CO.1 

HS.WH.CO.2 

HS.WH.CO.3 

HS.WH.CO.4 

HS.WH.CO.5 

HS.WH.CO.6 

Assess how inter- and intra-regional interactions shaped the development of empires 
and cultures in multiple global regions between 1300-1750. 
Analyze examples of conflict created by global expansionist policies and actions 
between 1750-1945 across global regions. 
Analyze how superpower rivalries created new political alliances, led to proxy wars 
and resulted in the rise of international organizations from 1950-present. 
Assess the effectiveness of institutions designed to foster collaboration, compromise 
and development from 1945-present. 
Analyze how advancements in communication, technology and trade impact global 
interactions from 1900-present. 
Analyze methods used by state and non-state actors seeking to alter the global order 
which emerged during the post-World War period, including protests, social media 
campaigns, non-violent actions, boycotts, terrorism, guerilla warfare and other 
methods from 1945-present. 

 

H: Kentucky History 
HS.WH.KH.1 Describe the impact of world history on Kentuckians and how Kentucky impacted the 

world. 

 
 
 

I: Using Evidence 

HS.WH.I.UE.1 Evaluate the credibility of multiple sources representing a variety of 
perspectives relevant to compelling/supporting questions in world history. 

HS.WH.I.UE.2 Gather information and evidence from credible sources representing a variety of 
perspectives relevant to compelling/supporting questions in world history. 

HS.WH.I.UE.3 Use appropriate evidence to construct and revise claims and counterclaims 
relevant to compelling/supporting questions in world history. 
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Concepts and Practices Standards 

 
 

 
I: Communicating Conclusions 

HS.WH.I.CC.1 Engage in meaningful discussions/democratic discourse and respect 
diverse opinions relevant to compelling/supporting questions in world 
history. 

HS.WH.I.CC.2 Engage in disciplinary thinking and construct arguments, explanations or public 
communications relevant to compelling/supporting questions in world history. 

HS.WH.I.CC.3 Engage in disciplinary thinking and apply appropriate evidence to propose a 
solution or design an action plan relevant to compelling/supporting questions in 
world history. 




